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A THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK—Insisting on Hope This Advent Season (A Sanctified Art) 

Luke’s Gospel begins the story of Jesus with this opening line: “In the time of Herod…” 
This detail may seem minor to modern readers, however, it reveals layers of 
information about the fearful world Jesus entered, one filled with rampant 
oppression, economic disparity, uncertainty, and instability. A world not so unlike our 
own. And yet, throughout the stories of Christ’s birth, we hear the whispers of angels 
delivering a surprising message: “Do not fear.” In our own time, we might ask: is it 
even possible to be fearless in a fearful world? When Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, 
and the magi are each called into God’s redemptive story, they do not deny their 
fears—they move through them. They ask questions, hold fast to courage, trust in 
good news, and say, “Here I am, Lord.” When we find ourselves in fearful times, can 
we acknowledge our fears while also insisting on hope?  

Our friends at A Sanctified Art have crafted an Advent series that takes seriously the angels’ message and trusts that Christ’s 
birth truly is good news of great joy for all people. The series looks closely at the fear and terror looming in the background 
during the time of King Herod and invites us to consider the fears we hold now. Fear can divide and paralyze us, and even 
be used as a tool for oppression. But what if we formed a different relationship with fear? Can we acknowledge fear without 
letting it rule us? Might we catalyze our fears into love and action? What if naming our fears helps us see more clearly how 
God is breaking in and where God is at work? This series gently invites us to identify where fear is present—both in the 
Advent story and in our lives—while also finding our way toward hope, with the angels’ voices in our ears. Every Advent, 
we light candles, sing carols, and pray for Christ’s coming because we believe God entered a frightened world to bring good 
news. We hold onto hope because we believe that Christ did come—that’s the promise of the season. Our hope is not 
flimsy or fleeting. It’s gritty, resilient, and can endure—no matter what we fear or face. This season, let us insist on hope 
and trust that good news is greater than fear.  

As the creators of this series discussed the Advent theme and how hope and fear are interwoven in our lives, a vision 
emerged: hands gently cupped around candles at a vigil. When we gather at a vigil, fear is often present, weighing on us 
like a heavy fog. The candle in our hands can feel fragile, insignificant, the flame easily extinguished. But when we turn to 
our neighbors to spread the light, it multiplies, wrapping the whole community in warmth. The darkness is not eradicated; 
if anything, it further illuminates the flicker of the candles. In these vigil spaces, grief and fear dance with gratitude and 
hope. In these spaces, we find courage and unity. We are reminded that God is near. This vision captures our prayer for 
this Advent series: that it will illuminate both our hopes and our fears and remind us that God is near. 

 As the Sanctified Art team developed the branding, they thought that the image of a lantern could similarly hold these 
ideas together. Lanterns are often used to light the way as we gently step forward into unseen or unknown territory. The 
lantern, like hope, steadies our hands and eyes as we walk forward through the night. In the logo, a lantern contains the 
swirl of a flame—it’s active and powerful, like the Holy Spirit, and like the hope that burns inside us. The candlelight cannot 
be contained, and so, like hope, it grows, emanating into our guiding question for the season, “What do you fear?” The 
branding photography captures the beauty of both dark and light by focusing on the patterned shadows cast from a 
lantern. From this ethereal space where our greatest fears greet our most palpable hopes, possibility emerges. 

WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY—The Season of Advent and Christmas 

November 30, 2025 – The First Sunday of Advent – “In The Time of Herod, We Long For God To Break In” Luke 1:5-13 

(Luke starts the story with King Herod, in an era of fear)  Luke begins his gospel by orienting us within “the time of King 

Herod,” and we begin the series by fleshing out what it might have been like to live in the days when Jesus was born—a 

time not all that different from our own. As an elderly priest, Zechariah had witnessed the fall of Judean independence 

and the beginning of Roman occupation. He longed for the coming Messiah, and he longed for a son. Our global and 

personal heartache are intertwined, and the wait for promised rescue is hard to bear. Whether in exile, under the rule of 

a puppet king, or in the depths of personal pain, we long for God to break through the fear and bring us hope. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A5-13&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A5-13&version=NRSVUE


December 7, 2025 – The Second Sunday Of Advent – “When We're Running Out Of Hope, God Is At Work” Matthew 

11:1-11 (John the Baptist is running out of hope and reaches out to Jesus) Isaiah 43:19-21 (“I am about to do a new 

thing”) John the Baptist sends word to Jesus from his prison cell, asking, “Are you the one?” John has spent his entire life 

preparing the way for Jesus, but from his prison cell, now certainly facing death, the future looks grim. Like John, even 

the most confident of us wonder from time to time: Is all this work worth it? Does anything I do matter? Am I on the 

right track? We can’t always see the fruits of our labor, yet God is at work anyway. How might we, like Jesus and Isaiah, 

point to the places where God is at work in our world? How might we keep hope alive? 

December 14. 2025 – The Third Sunday Of Advent – “Even In Our Fear, We Are Called Forward” Luke 1:26-39 (The 

angel visits Mary); Jeremiah 1:4-10 (Jeremiah is called as a prophet) Sometimes saying “yes” to God’s call fills us with 

fear. We fear, just like Mary and Jeremiah, that we aren’t enough. That we’ll be alone. That no one will listen. And yet, 

God calls us forward, inviting us to live fully into who we are created to be and promising to be with us as we move 

forward through our fear, every step of the way. Too often we talk about bravery and courage in terms of hero narratives 

or big actions, but every day presents many moments to practice small, quiet acts of courage. May we say “yes” to God, 

even when our knees shake and our voices tremble. 

December 21, 2025 – The Fourth Sunday Of Advent – “When You're Afraid, Give Me Your Hand” Matthew 1:18-25 

(Joseph’s dream); Isaiah 41:5-10 “Give me your hand” might be counter to how we usually respond to fear, but what if 

fear can result in connection instead of isolation? Joseph sets aside his fear of rejection and shame in order to stand in 

solidarity with Mary, shielding her from harm. Their bond makes them each stronger. We don’t live out our callings in 

isolation—our flourishing depends on each person stepping into their calling despite their fear. How can we offer support 

to one another? Where can we reach out when fear makes us feel isolated? Can we use our power and privilege to stand 

in solidarity with people whose lives are at risk? 

December 21, 2025 – “Longest Night Service” – an hour for quiet reflection featuring readings, poetry and music; 

Crescent Fort Rouge; 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

December 24, 2025 – Christmas Eve – “Good News Is Louder Than Fear” Luke 2:1-20  The Christmas season can be filled 

with saccharine images of Mary, meek and mild, with a quiet, sleepy Jesus in her arms. But the host of angels shouts to 

the skies, “Glory to God in the highest!” In a world that weaponizes fear, where algorithms decide what gets weight, 

what gets circulated, and what takes up space, let us be disruptive with our joy. Let us be loud and unruly, amplifying the 

good news like the shepherds running into the streets of Bethlehem. In a world where good news never feels loud 

enough to drown out fear, let us shout with the angels, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace!” 

• 4:00 p.m. Interactive Family Service at Crescent Fort Rouge  

• 6:30 p.m. All Ages service of Lessons & Carols at Harrow 

• 8:00 p.m. Lessons and Carols service featuring the CFRUC choir at Crescent Fort Rouge 

December 28, 2025 – First Sunday After Christmas – “Let Fear Fuel A Fire For Justice” Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 (The 

Holy family  flees to Egypt, then returns to Galilee once it’s safe) The holy family fears for their safety and for their child’s 

life, like so many refugees around the world. Their valid fears motivate them to move—and so they seek refuge in Egypt 

until it is safe for them to return home. Instead of trying to push fear away, what if we used it as fuel? What if we 

harnessed that incredible source of energy for good, fighting for a world where no one fears for their safety? Utilizing our 

fear wisely not only helps others; taking concrete action also interrupts the fear that so easily paralyzes us. The work 

helps others, but the act of putting our fear to work changes us, too.  

January 4, 2026 – Epiphany Sunday – “Fear Doesn't Stop Us” Matthew 2:1-12, 16-18  (The magi visit Christ; Herod 

responds with the massacre of the innocents) As we end the series, Herod is still in power. Christ is born, but it feels as if 

the world has not changed. The temptation to give up is strong, especially in the face of violence. But the magi don’t let 

Herod’s fear-driven demands stop them from honoring the newborn Christ or returning home by a different way. They 

model for us what it looks like to be led by hope, moving through fear without letting it paralyze you. As a new year 

begins, we proclaim: our journey continues, and fear won’t have the last word. 



NEWS, MEETINGS AND EVENTS AT CFRUC  

• Pastoral Care/Visitation Committee meeting at Crescent Fort Rouge UC on Friday, 
November 28th at 1:30 p.m. 

• Hold The Date! The Sisters of The Holy Rock will be holding at benefit concert for 
CFRUC on Sunday, March 29, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. Watch for more information about 
tickets and the program. 

• Finance has also prepared a monthly financial update for your consideration.  At the end of October our operating 
deficit was -$30,731  

• The Leadership team of CFRUC meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 7:00 p.m., mostly via zoom.  If you 
have any questions, or anything you might like to feed into the LT, please send a message to Debra Schweyer, chair of 
the LT at dschweyer@shaw.ca  or to the church office. 

• Explorations Spirituality Group meets weekly on Wednesdays via Zoom at 10:30 am. Contact Marc for the link. 

• Safeway/Sobey’s Gift Cards – It’s time to order Gift Cards, again.  If you wish to order, please write your name and 
contact information on a paper along with the denominations of cards that you wish to order.  Add a cheque, made 
out to Crescent Fort Rouge United Church, for the desired amount.  Drop your order in the church mail slot and it will 
be set aside for me or you can also catch me at church on Sundays.  If you choose to send an e-transfer to the 
church, please send me an email with the details of your order so that I can record it.  You can order from now until 
Sunday, November 23rd and the cards should be available by the following week.  Thanks, Lynne Dunford. 

• Plastic Containers are no longer need, as Lauren is no longer teaching cooking.  Thank you for collecting containers 
over the past few years.  

NEWS, MEETINGS AND EVENTS AT HARROW THIS WEEK 

• Council – meets Tuesday, December 2nd  via Zoom at 7:00 p.m.  

• Virtual Coffee every Sunday, 9:30 – 10:10 a.m. Please join us; all are welcome. 
The recurring Zoom Link:  https://us04web.zoom.us/ 
j/8653579944?pwd=VTF2TWw4TUpEK2ZpOXFSdGpTTnk4UT09 

• Pastoral Care/Visitation Committee meeting at Crescent Fort Rouge UC on Friday, November 28th at 1:30 p.m. 

• Prayer Shawl Ministry –We will be meeting on the last Monday of every month. 

• Rhyme & Storytime is a free drop-in program at Harrow UC for children ages 0 to 6 and their parents, grandparents, 
and caregivers every Friday morning, year-round, starting at 9:30. 

• Yoga with Jane Carroll this season is every Tuesday from 9:30 – 11:00 a.m. in the Upper Hall.  It is a $10 drop-in fee 
per class, continuing until Tuesday until December 9th, (including November 11th).  Just bring your own yoga mat 
and a light blanket for these very popular classes. 

• Come join us for Messy Church.  Messy Church is a Christ-centered learning experience for all ages, which stresses 
hospitality and creativity.  We always have a story lesson, share food, do some crafts or games, and try to do an 
outreach project.  All events are held at Harrow United Church, 955 Mulvey Ave.  This fall we are hosting 4 events. 
Sunday, November 30 from 4 – 6 p.m. will be Advent Celebration and Potluck supper.  Make candle wreaths, Advent 
calendars and Christmas cards.  We welcome all families to come and join us for these free activities.  For more info, 
call (204) 284-0079. 

PRAYER CONCERNS AND SOCIAL NOTICES 

• Please keep Emily Harasen, Rennie Smith, Kathy Easton, and Jessie Webb in your prayers, as they continue to 
recuperate.  

• We extend our sympathy to Herb Neufeld and his family as they mourn the passing of his sister-in-law Dana Rayment. 
She died after a short battle with pancreatic cancer. She was 61.  

    
UNITED CHURCH 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8653579944?pwd=VTF2TWw4TUpEK2ZpOXFSdGpTTnk4UT09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8653579944?pwd=VTF2TWw4TUpEK2ZpOXFSdGpTTnk4UT09


• Our thoughts and prayers are with the people of the Caribbean, especially Jamaica, as they begin the recovery and 
rebuilding after Hurricane Melissa, a Category 5 storm and to those rallying to respond to their needs. The United 
Church of Canada indicates that our Mission and Service partners are currently providing immediate relief, including 
food, water and shelter. On Giving Tuesday (December 03, 2025), you are invited to consider a gift to the Mission and 
Service Fund toward these efforts and the critical long-term support needs.  

STATEMENTS, NEWS AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES FROM PRAIRIE TO PINE REGIONAL COUNCIL 

Communities of faith are invited to reflect on ministry through lens of newly approved Toward 2035, linked national 
and regional strategies 

What purpose lies at the heart of The United Church of Canada in the beginning of its third generation? Are we called as 
a unique and liberating witness of the risen Christ in this place and time? The answer to that question is a Spirit-filled 
“yes.”    

On November 15, the General Council Executive confirmed that “yes” by approving a 10-year strategic direction, under 
the banner of Toward 2035. Given challenging trajectories on participation, membership, givers, and more, Toward 2035 
(T2035) reflects an understanding that no one part of the church can manifest a hopeful future alone.    

This is about the whole church—we are all in this together! The direction reads as follows: In 2035…    

…in The United Church of Canada, inspired, resilient, and diverse contextual communities of disciples seek to continue the 
story of Jesus by embodying Christ’s presence in the world. The church is present and deeply connected coast-to-coast-to-
coast in rural and urban settings, and in ecumenical and global relationships. Guided by hope-filled, adaptive and 
effective ministry leaders, the denomination is increasingly multigenerational, multiracial, and intercultural.   

This is an expression of a hope-filled commitment to a bolder future, collaborating with the Holy One in the new things 
God is doing among us. At the same meeting, the General Council Executive approved strategic objectives in three areas: 

• Embolden Justice 

• Invigorate Leadership 

• Strengthen Invitation (Growth) 

These objectives will be further developed into a plan with initiatives and activities, and monitored using strategic 
metrics, for 2026–2028. Regional councils are developing intersecting regional and subregional strategies. An objective 
related to Journeying Indigenous Pathways is being developed by the Indigenous church, on a different timeline and 
approval process.    

But beyond intersecting national and regional plans, T2035 is also an invitation to every community of faith. Can you 
imagine your community participating in the future these words envision? How might they help you imagine the shape 
of your ministry 10 years from now and beyond, and how might they help you make plans today to step towards that 
future? What can you do today to embolden justice, invigorate leadership, and strengthen invitation as you continue the 
story of Jesus in your context? 

It is a time to pray and listen: this moment in which we find ourselves calls for wisdom, perseverance, and courage. The 
Christian church has known many such moments. The United Church of Canada has known many such moments. So, we 
pray and listen, trusting that God meets us as we do. Perhaps this is a muscle we need to develop anew for what lies 
before us now. 

It is a time of crisis, of both challenge and possibility. Regional pastoral relations and community of faith support 
ministers, as well as growth animators and stewardship coordinators, are some of the staff resources available to help.    

The future requires a sense of urgency, and commitments to flexibility, innovation, connection, and diversity. Most of all, 
it requires a continued leap of faith, as we seek to live into our call to Deep Spirituality, Bold Discipleship, 
and Daring Justice.    

 

https://webmail2.mymts.net/calendar/day/1764694847172
https://webmail2.mymts.net/calendar/day/1764781247137
https://united-church.ca/news/united-church-canada-invites-conversation-toward-2035


United Network for Justice and Peace in the Middle East (UNJPPI) Newsletter 
UNJPPI is a grassroots network of United Church members, adherents, and other friends, established in 2012 in 
response to the calls from leaders of Palestinian churches in the Kairos Palestine Document. We believe it is important to 
understand the complex dimensions of the path to peace in Palestine and Israel. In our newsl,etters you will find 
resources, upcoming events and advocacy campaigns. We hope you will use these resources to help in the way of peace. 
Find our latest newsletter at this link, or visit our website for more information and resources.  

Act Now: Join Kairos Palestine Webinar and Call to Action 

Palestinian Christian partners are offering courageous leadership through Kairos Palestine II: A Moment of Truth—Faith in 
a Time of Genocide, a powerful document urging the global church to resist injustice and seek a just peace. You are 
invited to hear directly from Rifat Odeh Kassis, General Coordinator of Kairos Palestine, in a webinar organized by 
Catholics for Justice and Peace in the Holy Land (CJPHL). The session, titled “Kairos Palestine: Challenges and the Way 
Forward,” will take place on Saturday, November 29 at 12:00–1:30 p.m. ET. 
 
We also invite people across The United Church of Canada to:  

• Read and engage with Kairos Palestine II; Embrace the path of costly solidarity 

• Watch the Kairos Palestine video “The Silent Genocide”, highlighting injustices in the occupied West Bank;  

• Pray with and for the churches and people of Palestine;  

• Act in solidarity through education, advocacy, and public witness. 

GENERAL COUNCIL OFFICE ON THE MOVE 

The United Church of Canada General Council Office (GCO) this week celebrates an exciting milestone, as we bid goodbye 
to our longtime home at 3250 Bloor Street West, in Toronto. In the coming days, we begin our move across the city to a 
new temporary office at 50 Wynford Drive in North York, where the GCO will share space in the national offices of The 
Presbyterian Church in Canada.  
 
Our office at 3250 Bloor St. West was decommissioned in an all-staff gathering and final chapel service on November 5, 
celebrating more than 30 years of collaboration and wonderful memories in the space, into which the General Council 
Office moved in March 1995. The move to Wynford Dr. will be a temporary one, as the ongoing construction of the 
United Church’s future home at 300 Bloor St. West continues into 2026.  
 
Please note that our central mailing address will not be updated to 50 Wynford Dr., and mail forwarding will be in effect 
from our 3250 Bloor St. West address for most purposes. For information on where to mail Mission and Service 
donations, please visit our website. 

Collective 2026: (em)brace for Impact 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada (PCC) and The United Church of Canada (UCC) are excited to announce Collective 

2026, a joint national event for youth, young adults, and their leaders! Building on the shared vision established during 

their groundbreaking 2024 "Audacious Hope" partnership, The Collective continues the rich traditions of PCC’s Canada 

Youth and UCC’s Rendez-Vous events. This spirit-filled gathering is designed to inspire faith growth, foster deep 

community, and equip leaders for the future. The event is packed with worship, interactive workshops, discipleship 

groups, recreation, and time for shared reflection. Learn more about the programming, location, and registration details. 

NIEC Initiates Process to Re-Establish a National Indigenous Council 

The National Indigenous Elders Council (NIEC) has initiated the process to establish a new 15-member National 

Indigenous Council (NIC), which will govern the Indigenous church. Following the direction of the 2024 Spiritual 

Gathering, the NIEC issued a call for nominations on November 14, 2025, from Indigenous Circles and the Sandy-

Saulteaux Spiritual Centre. Nominations must be submitted by May 1, 2026. The new NIC is slated to be formally 

established during a National Indigenous Spiritual Gathering in summer 2026 

https://mnwo.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=049b24868af3bed6464e05592&id=ca946e36b8&e=618276dcbf
https://mnwo.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=049b24868af3bed6464e05592&id=006d718518&e=618276dcbf
https://mnwo.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=049b24868af3bed6464e05592&id=06da25592e&e=618276dcbf
https://www.kairospalestine.ps/index.php/resources/publication
https://www.kairospalestine.ps/index.php/resources/publication
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_P9wNlFLNSDS0JG5brqG1VA#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_P9wNlFLNSDS0JG5brqG1VA#/registration
https://youtu.be/EUBnCCv1_5Y?si=i7dk8EAZTXN4V4n1
https://united-church.ca/prayers/prayer-peace-justice-israelpalestine
https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/support-just-peace-palestine-and-israel
https://united-church.ca/news/united-church-general-council-office-moving
https://united-church.ca/news/united-church-general-council-office-moving
https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/get-involved/ways-give
https://www.collective-gathering.ca/
https://www.collective-gathering.ca/
https://www.collective-gathering.ca/
https://united-church.ca/news/niec-initiates-process-re-establish-national-indigenous-council
https://united-church.ca/news/niec-initiates-process-re-establish-national-indigenous-council


GOD’S MISSION—OUR GIFTS; THE MISSION AND SERVICE FUND A NETWORK OF HOPE 

Faithful Witness in a Time of Despair 

 “[T]he army surrounded us,” recalled 16-year-old Ramez. “We had nowhere to go. 
Either we move toward death, or we stay and risk dying. Either way, it’s death.” 

For most children, childhood is a time to dream, go to school, play with friends, 
and imagine the future. But for children in Gaza, those simple dreams have been 
replaced by fear and survival. 

Mission and Service partner Defense for Children International–Palestine (DCIP) 
shares that the situation in Gaza remains catastrophic. Families face famine, and 
the lack of access to clean water and medicine. Many have seen their homes 
bombed and are forced to live in tents or makeshift shelters. Parents spend hours 
in line each day for a small ration of bread or water, while children go hungry. 

Hospitals have run out of supplies, and schools have been reduced to rubble. 

In interviews conducted by DCIP, children described their lives in stark, heartbreaking words. “We have no rights,” said 
one child. Fourteen-year-old Jana shared what life is like now: “We live in a tent. Every few days we have to move again. 
We spend hours waiting for water or food. Even to use the bathroom, we wait in line for hours. There’s no rest. We can’t 
go on like this.” 

These children have endured unimaginable hardship. Many have been displaced multiple times, separated from friends, 
and have lost their entire family. Hospitals have run out of medicine. Schools are destroyed. Safe water is rare. Hunger is 
constant. And yet, through it all, DCIP continues its mission, documenting violations of children’s rights, amplifying the 
voices of those who have been silenced, and calling the international community to act. Their courage ensures that the 
world cannot look away. 

Your gifts to Mission and Service help support organizations like DCIP, who stand beside children in Gaza with 
compassion and conviction. When you give, you help make sure their stories are heard, and that the call for justice and 
protection does not fade into silence. 

This Giving Tuesday, we invite you to join in prayer and action for the children of Gaza. May every child one day live free 
from fear, with food on the table, a place to learn, and the chance to simply be a child again. Because every child has the 
right to food, shelter, safety, and education. 

In collaboration with Maastricht University, Defense for Children International–Palestine interviewed four children living 
in Gaza about the status of their rights. Read these firsthand accounts. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Crescent Fort Rouge United Church 
 

• To reserve space at the church for a meeting or any 
other purpose, please contact Event Manager Daphne 
Finlayson at (431) 866-8897 or email at 
cacwinnipeg@gmail.com 

• Mycze Cutler is our organist and choir director.  They 
can be reached at organmike@gmail.com 

• To contact our minister Rev Marc Whitehead call or text 
at (204) 461-1767 or email at marc.cfruc@mymts.net 

• Jenny Jeffers is our bookkeeper.  She can be contacted 
by email at bookkeeper.cfruc@mymts.net 

• Terry Barr is our office administrator.  If you have 
announcements you would like included in the weekly 
communique, please email these to Terry at 
cfruc@mymt.net by Tuesday at 5 p.m. 

Harrow United Church 
 

• To contact our minister Rev Marc Whitehead call or text 
at (204) 461-1767 or email at 
minister@harrowunited.ca 

• Karen Corbett is our Office Administrator.  Please 
contact her at (204) 284-0079 or 
secretary@harrowunited.ca 

• Leanne Dalke is the church musician 

• Please contact the Communications/Social Media 
Coordinator at communications@harrowunited.ca 

Palestinians in Gaza desperately seek aid 

amidst starvation. 
Credit: Defense for Children International – Palestine (DCIP) 

https://www.dci-palestine.org/_we_are_alive_and_dead_at_the_same_time
mailto:cacwinnipeg@gmail.com
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mailto:marc.cfruc@mymts.net
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